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ABSTRACT 
 
Name                : FITRIANI 
Reg. Number   : 40300109029 
Title                 : THE STUDENTS’ ABILITY IN LEARNING ENGLISH PREPOSITION ( A 
CASE STUDY AT THE FOURTH SEMESTER STUDENT OF ENGLISH AND 
LITERATURE DEPARTEMENT OF ADAB AND HUMANITIES FACULTY OF 
UIN ALAUDDIN MAKASSAR) 
Consultants  :  1. Abdul Muin. 
     2. Serliah Nur. 
This thesis studied about “The Students’ Ability in Learning English 
Preposition (A Case Study at The Fourth Semester Academic Year 2012-2013 
Student of English and Literature Department of Adab and Humanities Faculty of 
UIN Alauddin Makassar”. The objective of this research was to find out the 
student’s ability in learning English preposition. 
The writer used a descriptive quantitative method in analysing and 
collecting the data. Descriptive quantitative method was the method explains the 
students’ ability in learning English preposition, the researcher collected data by 
using one forms of instrument, namely multiple choice test. The total numbers of 
population were 120 students and the samples were 60 students or 50 % which the 
researcher has done lottery to take 10 students divided into sixclasses, there were 
(AG.1, AG.2, AG.3, AG.4, AG.5, and AG.6) by using random sampling 
technique. 
Based on the findings and discussions in this thesis above, the writer 
found that the fourth semester students’ ability was classified as poor, it is proved 
by the mean score was 48, 23 based on levels score 36-55 was classified as poor 
ability.  
The writer concluded that the fourth semester students was still poor. 
Therefore, the students can improve their ability in learning preposition and their 
understanding to word structure of sentence and use preposition correctly.  
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
A. Background 
English has become majority world  language. Most  of countries around the 
world use English languge as primary language of their nations, such as the United 
Kingdom, United State, Canada, Australia, New Zaeland, other former colonies of 
Britain and territories of the United States. Besides, it is also and official or 
semioffical language of many countries with colonial past, such as India, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, and South Africa. Then,  English is  also used as the language of technology 
and diplomacy (Matlail, 2010: 1). 
Talking about English we could not deny the importance of English language 
structure itself. There is rules in studying about English. We must pay attention to 
grammar where,  it has determiners, pronouns, direct and indirect sentences, passive 
voice, noun, verb, conjunction and preposition but the writer focuses on analyzing 
preposition in sentences. 
Preposition has been taught in school, University or even English course. 
Every student would learn the use, the function, and kinds of preposition, such as the 
use of “in”, “at”,  “by“, “on” form”. Based on Micheal Swan said as below: 
“It is difficult to learn to use prepositions correctly in a foreign language. 
Most English prepositions have several different functions (for instance, one well- 
known dictionary lists eighteen main uses of at), and these may correspond to several 
different preposition in another language. At the same time, different preposition can 
have very similiar uses (in the morning, on Monday morning, at night)”. 
                                                                           (Swan in Mus, 2012: 3). 
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According to Huddleston (1984: 336),„preposition‟  derived from latin words 
„prae‟ an „positus‟ which means „place before‟. There for as its name, preposition is 
always placed before nouns or pronouns in sentences.  
The researchers that was done by Musliati (2012), Rubianto (2005), showed 
that the  student‟s ability in using preposition is very poor. In reality, many students 
still make mistakes of the use of preposition. The researcher chose the fourth 
semester because they have studied structure, vocabulary, writing, and reading. So, 
the students can refresh and remember the course (material) of preposition.  Based on 
the background above the writer is very interested in doing research about 
preposition. 
 
B. Problem Statement 
This research was conducted to find the answer of the following research 
question: How is the student‟s abilty in learning preposition? 
 
C. Objective of the Research 
 The main objective of the research is to find out the by the  students abilityin 
learning preposition in English of the fourth semester of English and Literature 
Departement of Adab Humanities Faculty of  UIN Alauddin Makassar. 
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D.  Significance of the Research 
  The writer expects that this study  provided more information about  
preposition and problems faced by the students in learning preposition. The writer 
also intends to show how far the students‟ knowledge of  preposition. The last point 
is, the writer hopes that this study can be additional reference for those who are 
interested in learning more about preposition. 
 
E. Scope of the research 
This research was focused on the analiysis students‟ ability in learning simple 
prepositions; there are : on, in, at, for, by, and from. 
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CHAPTER 11 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
 
A.  Previous Finding 
 Some previous writers that also supported the idea of this research. There 
were mentioned as follows:  
 Rubianto (2005) in his thesis,“Errors Made by the Students in Using of 
Preposition in Sentences (A Case Study at the First Class of  Madrasah Aliyah Al- 
Hidayah Kecamatan Tamalate Makassar”). He found that the students in the first 
class of madrasah Aliyah Al- Hidayah had low ability in using of preposition in the 
sentences. It can be proved from the result of the test in which 55,92%  Students 
answered errors and only 44,09% Students answered correctly is classified less 
category. 
 Fajrianto (2010) in his thesis,“Students’ Ability to Use English Preposition ( 
A Case Study at English Department of Hasanuddin University”). He found  that the 
Students  English language the seven semester as below: (1) the basic knowledge of 
student‟s about prepositions is well enough, but there is one thing still needs to be 
improved. It isabout the use or types of prepositions: (2) overall, students‟ ability in 
using English prepositions is well enough (good level), they can answer correctly 
almost all queistions in multiple choice from: (3) generally, the problem faced by 
students is that they always feel confused to ecide the appropirate preposition in 
context. 
4 
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 Mus (2012) in her thesis, “The Student’s Ability in Using Preposition 
Multiple Meaning ( A Case Study at Faculty of  Letter Hasanuddin University). She 
found that analiysis showed that the student‟s ability in using preposition is “very 
poor” with the  score 52% where there are (2) difficult a question to given is eassy 
because the prepositio specially the basic. with this they still cannot differentian 
which  students get good grades based on criteria used by authorthe 72_85% and(3) 
students‟ scores very poor where 0-55%  appropirate for each sentence form. 
 The similarity to those  researchers above, they told about the analysis 
Preposition and they used descriptive quantitative method, but the dissimilarity where  
Fajrianto focuses on ability to use English preposition, Mus focuses on the students‟ 
ability in using preposition multiple meaning,and Rubianto he  focuses on Erros made 
by the students in using of preposition in sentence and the writer  focused on the 
analysis of  simple preposition. 
B. Definition of preposition 
  There were some definition of preposition as follows:  
 According to Thomson and Martinet (1984:69) that a preposition is a word 
that show how a noun or pronoun relates to another word or group of word in 
sentence. Futhermore Nina (2010:67) states  that preposition is word used to relate 
noun or pronoun with other words in sentence. Usually preposition put before noun or 
pronoun, with following preposition will always function as object. Holt ( 1995:106) 
states preposition is a word which shows the relation between a noun or a pronoun 
and some other or words in the same sentence. According toWishon and Burk 
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(1980:285) that prepositions are always followed by nouns or pronouns. They are 
connective words that show the relationship between the nouns following them and 
one of the basic sentences elements: subject, verb, object, or complement.  
 Based on explanation above, writer states that preposition is connective words 
that relates to another words or group of word in sentence. 
C. Simple preposition  
According to Quirk and Greenbaum (1989:144) ”simple preposition is a 
preposition of one word, such as: on,in, at, by, for,from, etc. 
The following examples of simple preposition and their functions: 
1. The Use of On 
The uses of preposition on are: 
a. “On” can be use for time 
1. day of the weeks 
Example: - I rained on your bicycle last night. 
- She jumped on the tree yesterday (Yates, 1999:88). 
2. day of the month  
Examples: - I came to his house on 15 April. 
- She saw us on5 April (Beaumont and Granger,1991: 259). 
3. a day + a part of the day  
Examples: - On Saturday morning. 
    - On Friday afternoon (Schoenberg and Maurer, 2002: 206). 
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     4.  a date 
Example: - on 4th July. 
         - on 13th May (Bennett, 1975: 62). 
b. “On”can be used for place 
1. Indicate the surfaces of something 
     Examples: -  I put the book on the table. 
                                 -  I sit on the floor (Murphy, 1994:165). 
2. When we think of a place as a line 
    Examples: - She put the bracelet on her wrist. 
            - He had a hat on his head (Yates, 1999:88). 
3. adress Without Number 
    Examples: - I live on Amsterdam street. 
                            -  She lives on Belmont street (Beaumont and Granger, 1991:259). 
2. The Use of In 
The use of preposition in are as follows: 
a.“In”is used for time 
1. a month 
  Example: -   saw him in January. 
- wecalled them in June (Murphy,1994: 240). 
2. a part of day 
    Example:  - I saw him in the afternoon. 
                           - I meet them in the evening(Beaumont and Granger,1991: 259). 
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3. a year 
     Example: - My father graduated in 1984. 
- I met them in 1997(Bennett, 1975: 62). 
4. a season  
Example:  - I went to london in Spiring. 
                  - I will come to you in Autumn (Swan, 1984:51). 
5. Give a quality of time before something will happen 
Example:  - They are lacking in the necessities of a decent life. 
        - Her sister is blind in one eye (Yates, 1999:65). 
b. “In” is used for place 
1. give area for something enclosed. 
Examples: -  Hang your coatin the closet. 
- Put your bag in the room (Murphy, 1994: 240). 
2. a city  
Examples: -  She lives in Makassar 
       -  Rudi‟s house is in Jakarta (Nina, 2010: 67). 
3. The Use of At 
The use of preposition at as follow: 
  a.“At” is used for time 
1. a part of the day considered as appoint 
    Example: - They went home at midnight. 
                          - We always eat lunch at noon (Yates, 1999:21). 
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2. exact time  
Examples: - I go to campus at eight o‟clock. 
        - I met him at lunchtime (Nina, 2010: 67). 
3. Public holiday 
Example:   -  At Chrismas. 
                  -  At easter (Beaumont and Granger,1991: 259). 
b. “At” is used for place 
         1. refer to general vicinity, mere presence at place indicate 
      Example:  - He is at school. 
                 -  She is at Church (Murphy,1994: 240). 
2. Adresses with number  
    Example:    - They live at16 Eagle. 
       -  He lives at 20 Washington (Swan, 1984:51). 
3 exact time  
Example: - I go to campus at eight o‟clock. 
- I met him at lunchtime (Bennett, 1975: 62). 
4. Public holiday 
Examples: - At Moment. 
- At last (Yates, 1999: 21). 
5. goal or target 
Example: -  I stand near the window looking at Mary. 
-  She ran at me (Swan, 1984:52). 
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4. The Use of For 
Preposition “for” is used to indicate 
1. quality of time. It is ussually accompanied by number  
   Example - I can see for two hours. 
- I will meet you for one hour (Murphy, 1994: 240). 
2. duration 
Example: - We have lived in England for two years. 
-  I have been studying in London for a year (Swan, 1984:52). 
3. used for known periods 
Example: -  I went there for the Summer. 
                   -  I rented a house for my holiday (Bennett, 1975: 62). 
5.  The Use of From 
a. We use preposition from to determine: 
  1. space 
      Example: -  She borrows this magazine from the library. 
                  - He saw the nice girl from the door (Murphy, 1994: 240). 
2.  Duration 
     Example: - We will be inJakarta fromjuly until  october. 
- I walk from library until classroom (Nina, 2010: 67). 
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3. source 
Example: -  I am from Australia 
- This is my cousinfrom London (Swan, 1984: 52). 
4.  substance 
Example:  - This shoes is made from hide. 
                 - This window is made from wood (Yates, 1999:21). 
6. The Use of by 
           1. The Use of place 
    Example: - The house by the lake is my dream house. 
                               - I go to campus by the bus (Nina, 2010: 67). 
          2. identification 
    Example: -  The book by Hemmingway is a master price. 
                             -The pen by Hemmingway is a master price (Murphy, 1994: 240). 
          3. agent 
    Example: - He lives by himself. 
                         - This film was directed by a czech director (Bennett, 1975: 62). 
           4. Quality  
    Example: - Meat is soldby the pound or by the kilo.  
                               -  Fish is sold by pound or by the kilo (Swan, 1984:52). 
D. Learning Abilities 
Ability is also sometimes defined in terms of performance on a particular task 
or class of tasks. For example, in the report of the Committee on ability testing. 
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Widgor and Garner in Lohman (1997: 8) defined ability as “systematic observation of 
performance on a task”.  
Hornby (1995) states that abilities capacity or power to do something pysical 
or mental cleverness, intelligence, or mental power.  
Flexner (1968) states that ability is the general word for power, native or 
acquire enabling one to do think well, so ability means able, webster (1980) states 
that power to perform possession of enough strength or skill accept a give task or 
ability of being able to do something. From some opinion above, it can be concluded 
that ability is power to perform posessing of enough stregth or to do something. So, 
the  researcher concluded that ability is  how well a person performs a defined task if 
he does his best. 
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CHAPTER III 
                    METHOD OF THE RESEARCH 
 This chapter consisted of the design to understand preposition covers with 
method of research, population and sample, the instruments of research, the 
procedures of data collection, and techniques of data analysis. 
A.  Method of Research 
 This research used quantitative descriptive method. Therefore, in this research 
aimed to find out the ability of fourth semester students in learning preposition of 
English and Literature Department at Adab and Humanities Faculty after gave test. 
 
B.  Population and Sample 
1. Population 
The population of this research was the fourth semester students of English 
Literature Department at Adab and Humanities Faculty of Alauddin Makassar 
State Islamic University, academic year of 2012-2013. There were six classes they 
were:  
AG 1 =  20 Students 
AG 2 =  20 Students 
AG 3 =  24 Students 
AG 4 =  22 Students 
AG 5 =  18 Students 
AG 6 =  16 Students 
13 
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 The total number of population was 120 students. 
2. Sample 
In this research, the writer  took 50% from population randomly. 
Therefore,  the total numbers of samples were 60 students. It means that, the 
writer has done lottery ten students each class. 
C. Instrument of The Research 
 The writer used multiple choice test in the instrument of this research.  
  This test used to find out ability of the fourth semester students of English 
Literature Department at Adab and Humanities Faculty in preposition. There was 
one form of test used in this research. The test would be in the form consisted of 
multiple choices 38 items. 
Procedure of Collecting Data 
   The procedure of collecting data the writer has done as follow: 
1. The writer  introduced the test for students. 
2. Before giving the test to the respondents, the writer explained for a few 
minutes to the students how to work out the test 
3. Later on, the writer  distributed the test to the students by giving  limited time 
30 minutes to do the test. 
4. Finally, the writer collected the test from the students. 
D. Technique of The Data Analysis 
1. To determine the score of each student the formula used as follows: 
15 
 
      
                          
                            
      
                                                                            (Depdikbud in Ferawati, 2010: 31). 
 
2. To find out the mean score of the students, the writer used the formula as 
follows: 
 ̅ 
  
 
 
            Where Notation: 
 ̅  = The Mean Score 
                 ∑X  = Total number of score 
                N  =  The total number of samples (Gay, 1981: 298) 
.     3. Classifications about the score of student‟s they were: 
a. 96-100     is classified as excelent  
b. 86-95       is classified as very good 
c. 76-85       is classified as good 
d. 66-75       is classified as fairly good 
e. 56-65       is classified as fair 
f. 36-55       is classified as poor 
g. 0-35        is classified as very poor (Depdikbud in Ferawati, 2010: 31). 
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4.To know the frequency of students‟ choice the answer on test. used formula as 
below:  
 
          
  
 
      
Where:  
       P = Percentage of test 
     Fg = Number of frequency 
      N = Total number of samples (Sudjana in Rahmawati, 2010: 30). 
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CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 
  This chapter consists of two sections, there are finding and discussion. The 
finding of the research deal with result of data analysis about the students‟ ability in 
learning English preposition, and discussion section futher information was given. 
A. Finding 
The students‟ ability in learning English preposition: in, on, at, by, for, from. 
Before coming to statistical computation of the data, it is important to tabulate the 
students‟ score and persentage, cover with preposition test, so that researcher has 
clear figure by starting her analysis. The students‟ score and percentage are gained 
by analyzing the students work sheet. 
Based on the result of researching the studens got total score (2894,1). It was 
total score from the sixty students. The researcher would calculate the mean score of 
the students‟ test as follow: 
= 2894,1           
        60 
 
= 48,23 ( see in Appendix 2) 
The calculating above indicates that the mean score of the students‟ score 
which consist of fifty multiple choices is (48,23) it was classified as poor score. 
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Table 1 
 
1. Rate percentage of the students score in learning English Preposition 
 
NO Classification Score Frequency Percentage 
1 Excellent 96-100 0 0 
2 Very good 86-95 0 0 
3 Good 76-85 1 1,6% 
4 Fairly good 66-75 2 3,3% 
5 Fair 56-65 9 15% 
6 Poor 36-55 26 43,3% 
7 Very poor 0-35 22 36,6% 
 
Total  
 
  
 60 
 
100% 
 
Based on the table above, the writer found that there are only 1 students 
(1,6%) got good , 2 students (3,3%) got fairly good, 9 studentss (15%) who got fair , 
26 students (43,3%) who got poor, and 22 students (36,6%) who got very poor. From 
the frequency  of the students score, the writer can determine that only 1 students has 
got good, 2 students  fairly good and 9 fair ability, 26 students have poor ability and 
22 student have very poor ability in lerning English preposition. 
There are some of choices answer on test wich every numbers of test included 
the choice are a,b,c.d the writer used the percentage of students‟ score in analzsing 
the preposition as below. 
19 
 
Table 2 
Item 1. There is a bed.....my room. 
 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A For 6 10% 
B In 49 81,6% 
C On 5 8,33% 
D At 0 0% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
The question number one, there were 6 (10%) students who answered 
question a. for. It is incorrect  answer  because when we put preposition for in the test 
above it will be ungrammatical sentence. Preposition for indicates duration, known 
periods, and gives quantity of time usually accompany by number. 49 (81,6%) 
students answered by chosing option b. in. It is correct answer because preposition in 
indicate something enclosed, such incloset, room, drawer, etc, 5 (8,33%) students 
chose c on this is an incorrect answer bercause preposition on can be put before „my 
room’ no one (0%) chose d at. Because preposition at is used for time a part of the 
day considered as appoint. 
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Table 3 
Item 2. You must be back......five o‟clock. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A By 21 35% 
B For 7 11,6% 
C In 11 18,3% 
D On 21 35% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
The question number two, there 21 (35%) students who answered option a. 
by. It is correct answer because preposition by used quality. There were 7 (11,6%) 
students answer b. for. It is incorrect answer because preposition for use the duration. 
11 (18,3%) students answer c. in it is also an incorrect answer because preposition in 
is failed for the test, and 21 (35%) students chose d. on. It is incorrect answer because 
preposition on day of the weeks. 
Table 4 
Item 3. They stand...the floor. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A By 5 8,33% 
B For 5 8,33% 
C In 5 8,33% 
D On 45 75% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
21 
 
 The question number three, there 5 (8,33%) students  chose, a. by it is incorect 
answer because preposition by is used for  identification. 5 (8,33%) students b. 
for this option is incorrect answer because preposition for is used for duration, 5 
(8,33%) students used c. in. It is an incorrect answer because preposition in does 
not determine a date but a part of the day, a year, and a season 45 (75%) students 
used  d. on. This option is correct answer because preposition on indicates the 
surfaces of something.  
Table 5 
Item 4. She gave me two dollars......buying the book. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A From 2 3.33% 
B By 4 6,66% 
C For 52 86,6% 
D On 2 3,33% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
In question number four, there were 2 (3,33%) students chose a. from. It is  
the wrong answer because the sentence above needs preposition which can explain 
about determine, there were 4 (6,66%) students chose b. by. It is incorrect answer 
because preposition by indicate identification. There were 52 (86,6%) students chose 
c. for. It  indicates correct answer preposition for it is used for duration. There were 2 
(3,33%) students chose d. on. It is incorrect answer because preposition on can be use 
for time and place.  
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Table 6 
Item 5. They left England......plane. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A By 47 78.3% 
B In 6 10% 
C On 5 8.33% 
D At 2 3.33% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
The question number five, there were 47 (78.3%) who chose answered 
question a. by. It is the good answer for the sentence above because preposition by 
explain about agent, 6 (10%) students answered by chosing option b. in it is incorrect 
answer because preposition in must use for time and plece, 5 (8,33%) students chose 
option c. on. It is also  incorrect answer because prepositio on use place and time. 
And 2 (3.33%) students chose indicate d. at. It is incorrect answer because 
preposition at must use for exact time, public holiday. 
Table 7 
Item 6. The picture is......the wall. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A On 40 66,6% 
B In 13 21.6% 
C At 5 8.33% 
D By 2 3.33% 
Total samples 60 100% 
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 There were 40 (66,6%) students who answered the question a. On. It is correct 
answer for the sentence, 13 (21.6%) students chose option b. in. it is incorrect answer 
because preposition in use to show a position a contained by something with depht 
leght,atc.example in room, in box, there were 5 (8,33%) students chose option c. at. It 
is an incorrect answer because preposition at show spesific time, price, age. 2 
(3.33%) students chose option d. by.  it is also  incorrect answer because preposition 
by show closeness show to the people semething in sentence. 
Table 8 
Item 7. There is a Museum......the school. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A On 2 3.33% 
B For 6 10% 
C In 46 76.6% 
D By 6 10% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
The question number seven, there were 2 (3.33%) students chose option a. on. 
It is incorrect answer because preposition on to show spesific day of the week, there 
were 6 (10%) students chose option b. for. It is also incorrect answer because 
preposition for used to indicate quality of time and 46 (76.6%) students chose option 
c. in. it is correct answer because the sentence explain above indicate to show 
contained by something and 6 (10%) students chose option d. by. It is incorrect 
answer because preposition by just use of place, agent, and quality. 
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Table 9 
Item 8. She went to Jakarta......bus. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A In 5 8,33% 
B On 28 46,6% 
C At 15 25% 
D By 12 20% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
There were 5 (8,33%) students chose option a. in. it is the wrong answer 
because the preposition in use place, time area, activity, etc. There were 28 (46,6%) 
students chose option b. on. It is also  incorrect answer because preposition on use 
specific date of the month. 15 (25%) students chose option c. at it is an incorrect 
answer because preposition at use show a price, level, rate, atc. And there 12 (20%) 
students chose option d. by it is correct answer because preposition by can use 
identification, quality, and agent. 
Table 10 
Item 9. I get honey......bees. 
 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A For  5 8,33% 
B By  16 26,66% 
C On  10 16,66% 
D From  29 48,33% 
Total samples 60 100% 
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In question number nine, there were five (8,33%) students chose option a.for. 
it is an incorrect answer because preposition for is not true for the test above, there 
were 16 (26,66%) students chose option b.by. it si an incorrect answer to because 
preposition by used the identification. Ten (25%) students chose option c.on. it is also  
incorrect answer because preposition on used the use for time, place atc. And there 
were 29 (48,33%) students chose option d.from.it si the correct answer because 
preposition from it is the identification about substance. 
Table 11 
Item 10. Try to keep him......shaking. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A On 15 25% 
B In 12 20% 
C From 25 41,66% 
D By 8 13,3% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
There were 15 (25%) students chose the option a. On. It is incorrect answer 
because preposition on can used the day of the weeks day of the month atc, there 
were 12 (20%) students chose answer  option b. in it is also  incorrect answer because 
preposition in used the place, time, there were 25 (41,66%) students chose option c. 
from it is correct answer for the test because from indicate about the substance. and 
the last there were 8 (13,3%) students chose option d. by it is also  incorrect answer 
because preposition by indicate about the method.   
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Table 12 
Item 11. He lives.....Washington. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A In 26 43,33% 
B On 16 26,66% 
C At 15 25% 
D From  3 5% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
The question number eleven there were 26 (43,33%) students answer option a. 
in it is correct answer because preposition in indicate the name of countries there 
were 16 (26,66%) students chose option b. on. It is an incorrct answer because 
preposion on can use the supporter, direction. there were 15 (25%) students chse 
optio c. at it is also  incorrect answer because preposition at can use the specific time. 
the next, there were 3 (5%) chose option d. from it is the wrong answer because 
preposition from use the duration or source. 
Table 13 
Item 12. He lives five miles.....here. 
 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A In 9 15% 
B On 6 10% 
C From  39 65% 
D At  6 10% 
Total samples 60 100% 
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The question number seventeen, there were 9 (15%) students chose option  a. 
in. It is incorrect answer because preposition in is not true for indicate the test above, 
there were 6 (10%) students chose option b. on it is also  incorrect answer because 
prepositon on can use the place and time, 39 (65%) students chose option c. from. It 
is the correct answer for the test becase preposition from indicate about source. and 
there were 6 (10%) students chose option d. at it is an incorrect answer because 
preposition at the use the specific time and continued activity. 
Table 14 
Item 13. There is a party......his house. 
 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A On  2 3,33% 
B For  4 6,66% 
C  From 32 53,33% 
D At  22 36,66% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
The question number thirteen there were 2 (3,33%) students chose option a. 
on. It is incorrect answer because preposition on is not the good answer for the test. 
There were 4 (6,66%) students chose option b. for. it is incorrect answer because 
preposition for indicate the duration, known periods and gives quality of time. There 
were 32 (53,33%) students chose option c. in. it is correct answer for the test because 
preposition in indicate contined by something. And there were 22 (36,66%) students 
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chose option d. at it is in correct answer because preposition at indicate the specific 
of time. 
Table 15 
Item 14. He is......the airport. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A In   13 21,66% 
B On  11 18,33% 
C  At 26 43,33% 
D By  10 16,66% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
In question number fourteen there were 13 (21,66%) students chose option a. 
in. it is in correct answer for the test because preposition in indicate place, and time. 
There were 11 (18,33%) students chose option  b. on it is incorrect answer  because 
preposition on indicate the location place and time. There were 26 (43,33%) students 
chose option c. at it is correct answer because preposition at the good answer for the 
test and indicate the continued activity. There were 10 (16,66%) stuents chose option 
d. by. it is incorrect answer because preposition by indicate the identification and 
quality.      
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Table 16 
Item 15. He was standing.....me. 
 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A In  4 6,66% 
B By  31 51,66% 
C  At 10 16,66% 
D On  15 25% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
In question number fiveteen one, there were 4 (6,66%) students chose option 
a. in. it is incorrect answer for the test because preposition in indicate the part of day, 
a year, etc. There were 31 (51,66%) students chose option b. by it is correct answer 
for the test because preposition by indica the agent. There were 10 (16,66%) students 
chose option c. at it is incorrect answer for the test because preposition at use the 
spesific time. And there were 15 (25%) students chose option d. on it is incorrect 
answer because preposition on indicate can be use for the time. 
Table 17 
Item 16. I am very busy......the moment. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A In   7 11,66% 
B On  11 18,33% 
C  By  8 13,33% 
D At   34 56,66% 
Total samples 60 100% 
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For the question number sixteen, there were 7 (11,66%) students chose option 
a. in. it is the incorrect answer for the test because preposition in indicate the a 
position sorrounded by an area. There were 11 (18,33%) students chose option b. on 
it is incorrect answer because preposition on indicate the place, and time. There were 
8 (13,33%) students chose option c. by. It is  incorrect answer to for the test because 
preposition by indica the method and identification. And there were 34 (56,66%) 
good answer for the test option d. at. Because preposition at idicate for the test. 
Table 18 
 Item 17. I have been ..... the computer all day. 
 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A From  10 16,66% 
B For  21 35% 
C  At  23 38,33% 
D In  6 10% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
There were 10 (10%) students chose option a. from. and it is the incorrect 
answer because preposition from the wrong answer for the test. There were 21 (35%) 
students chose option b. for it is incorrect anwer for the test because preposition for 
indicate the quality of time. It is usually accompanied by number. There were 23 
(38,33%) students chose option c. at. It is the correct answer because preposition at 
indicate the a part of the day considered as appoint. There were 6 (10%) students 
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chose option d. in. it is incorrect answer because preposition  in indicate the part of 
day.    
Table 19 
Item 18. We always eat lunch.....noon. 
 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A From    7 11,66% 
B By   17 28,33% 
C  In   12 20% 
D At 24 40% 
Total samples 60 100% 
There were 7 (11,66%) students chose option a. from. it is the incorrect 
answer because preposition from the wrong answer for the test. There were 17 
(28,33%) students chose option b. by. It is an incorrect answer because preposition by 
indicate the agent, quality. There were 12 (20%) students chose option c. in it is an 
incorrect answer for the test because preposition in  indicate the place, and time. and 
there 24 (40%) students chose option d. at. It is the correct answer for the test because 
preposition at indicate the spesific time. 
Table 20 
Item 19. I will see you two weeks......today. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A For  16 26,66% 
B By  13 21,66% 
C  In  10 16,66% 
D From    21 35% 
Total samples 60 100% 
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In question number nineteen, there were 16 (26,66%) students chose option a. 
for. It is the wrong answer for the test because preposition for use the quality of time. 
Thee were 13 (21,66%) students chose option b. by it is the incorrect answer for the 
test because preposition by use the indicate the use the place. There were 10 (16,66%) 
students chose option c. in it is also  incorrect answer because preposition in is not 
good answer for the test. The last there were 21 (35%) students chose option d. from. 
It is the correct answer for the test. 
Table 21 
Item 20. My sweeter is different.....you. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A From  32 53,33% 
B In  21 35% 
C  By  5 8,33% 
D At   2 3,33% 
Total samples 60 100% 
There were 32 (53,33%) students chose option a. from. For the question 
number twenty seven, it is the correct answer because preposition from indicate the 
test above space, there were 21 (35%) students chose option b.  in. it is the incorrect 
answer because prepositon in need the used for time, a part of day, atc. There were 5 
(8,33%) students chose option c. by. it is incorrect answer for the test because 
preposition by use the identification and there were 2 (3,33%) students chose option 
d. at. it is also an incorrect answer for the test because preposition at use the spesific 
time 
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Table 22 
Item 21. He is bored.....his new job. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A In   16 26,66% 
B On  24 40% 
C  By  18 30% 
D At   2 3,33% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
The question number twenty one, there were 16 (26,66%) stuents chose 
option a. in. it is the incorrect answer because prepositio in use the use for time an use 
for place, there were 24 (40%) students chose option b. on. it is also an incorrect 
answer  because preposition on use the for time, day of month, a date, etc. 18 (30%) 
students chose option c. by. It is correct answer because the test indicate agent, and 
there were 2 (3,33%) students chose option d. at it is also an incorrect answer for the 
test because preposition at indicate exact time, public holiday, or goal and target. 
 Table 23 
Item 22. Put the dishes.....the table. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A On    41 68,33% 
B In   12 20% 
C  From   5 8,33% 
D By   2 3,33% 
Total samples 60 100% 
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There were 41 (68,33%) students chose option a. on. It is correct answer for 
the test above because indicate a position supported by a surface, there were 12 (20%) 
students chose option b. in. it is the incorrect answer for the test because preposition 
in use the a position contained by something, there were 5 (8,33) students chose 
option c. from. It is also  incorrect answer for the test because preposition from use 
the quality of time. And the last, there were 2 (3,33%) option d. by. It is incorrect 
answer because preposition by using the duration. 
Table 24 
Item 23. He lives.....200 park Avenue. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A At    31 51,66% 
B By  13 21,66% 
C  In   7 11,66% 
D On   9 15% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
The question number twenty three, there were 31 (51,66%) students chose 
option a. at. It is the correct answer for the test because pereposition at use the place 
adresses with number. There were 13 (21,66%) students chose option b. by it is the 
incorrect answer because preposition by use agent. There were 7 (11,66%) students 
chose option c. in. it is incorrect answer because preposition in use the part of day, 
there were 9 (15%) students chose option d.on. it is also  incorrect answer because 
preposition on a day, part of day.  
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Table 25 
Item 24. You have to stand up.....your rights. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A By   18 30% 
B From   15 26,66% 
C  At   17 28,33% 
D For  10 16,66% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
There were 18 (30%) students chose option a. by. It is incorrect answer for the 
test because preposition by the wrong answer, there were 15 (26,66%) students chose 
option b. from it is an incorrect answer because preposition from use the source, there 
were 17 (28,33%) students chose option c. at. It is an incorrect answer because 
preposition at use the specific time, and the last there were 10 (16,66%) option d. for 
it is correct answer for the test because preposition for the good answer. 
Table 26 
Item 25. She has touch.....the piano 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A In     13 21,66% 
B By   18 30% 
C  At    14 23,33% 
D For  15 25% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
There were 13 (21,66%)  students chose option a. In. it is the incorrect answer 
for the test because preposition in use the place and time, there were 18 (30%) stuents 
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chose option b. by it is the incorrect answer because preposition by use the method, 
there were 14 (23,33%) students chose option c. at. it is also  incorret answer because 
preposition at the use the spesipict time, there were 15 (25%) students chose option d. 
for. It is the correct answer for the test bacause it is wrong answer. 
Table 27 
Item 26. He has an ear.....music. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A In     14 23,33% 
B On    21 35% 
C  At     9 15% 
D For  16 26,66% 
Total samples 60 100% 
  
 
There were 14 (23,33%) students chsose option a. In. it is incorrect answer for 
the test because preposition in use the an area activity or employment, there were 21 
(35%) students chose option b. on. It is incorrect answer for the test because 
preposition on use the specific time of the weeks. There were 9 (15%) students chose 
option c. at. it is alsoa  incorrect answer because preposition at use the specific time, 
there were 16 (26,66%) students chose option d. for it is the correct answer for the 
test. 
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Table 28 
Item 27. We relax.....the evening. 
 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A On     8 13,33% 
B For     18 30% 
C  By     12 20% 
D In   22 36,66% 
Total samples 60 100% 
  
The question number twenty seven, there were 8 (13,33%) students chose 
option a. On. It is the incorrect answer for the test because preposition on use the 
upper most horisontal surface, there were 18 (30%) students chose option b. for. It is 
the incorrect answer for the test because preposition for use the qualit of time, there 
were 12 (20%) students chose option c. by it is also incorrect answer for the test 
because preposition by use the identification, there were 22 (36,66%) students chose 
option d. in  it is the correct answer for the test because the test indicate at some time 
during at time. 
Table 29 
Item 28. She is generous.....nature. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A In      8 13,33% 
B For     18 30% 
C  From     21 35% 
D By    13 21,66% 
Total samples 60 100% 
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In question number twenty eight, there were 8 (13,33%) students chose option 
a. In. it is the wrong answer for the test because preposition in indicate above a 
position surrounded,  there were 18 (30%) students chose option b. for it is also 
incorrect answer because preposition for use the for known periond, there were 21 
(35%) students chose option c. from it is also  incorrect answer because preposition 
from use the substance, and the last option there were 13 (21,66%) students chose d 
by. It is the correct answer for the test because preposition by indicate the quality. 
Table 30 
Item 29. She is always..... four thought. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A In      23 38,33% 
B On      22 36,66% 
C  From     7 11,66% 
D For    8 13,33% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
There were 23 (38,33%) students chose option a. In. it is the correct answer 
for the test because preposition in use the indicate the something, there were 22 
(36,66%) students chose option b. on. It is  incorrect answer for the test because 
preposition on indicate above the upper most horizontal. And there were 7 (11,66%) 
students chose option c. from it is also incorrct answer for the test because preposition 
from use the surface. And last option for the question number therty nine d. for. There 
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were 8 (13,33%) students ,It is the wrong answer for the test because preposition for 
use the duration. 
Table 31 
Item 30. They sent him to prison.....life. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A From      6 10% 
B For     30 50% 
C  By      13 21,66% 
D At     11 18,33% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
In question number thirty, there were 6 (10%) students chose option a. From. 
It is the wrong answer for the test because preposition from use the source, there were 
30 (50%) students chose option b. for. It is the correct answer for the test because 
preposition for indicate duration, there were 13 (21,66%) students chose option c. by. 
It is the incorrect answer because preposition by use the agent, there were 11 
(18,33%) students chose option d, at it is also  incorrect answer for the test because 
preposition at use the specific for the time. 
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Table 32 
Item 31. These clothes come..... four different sizes. 
 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A By      10 16,66% 
B In      25 41,66% 
C  At       19 31,66% 
D on    9 15% 
Total samples 60 100% 
  
There were 10 (16,66%) students chose option a. By. It is the incorrect answer 
for the test because preposition by use the method, there were 25 (41,66%) students 
chose option b. in. it is the correct answer for the test because preposition in use the 
contained by something, there were 19 (31,66%) students chose option c. at. it is also 
incorrect answer because preposition at use the time something, and the last option 
there were 9 (15%) students chose option d . on it is also  incorrect answer for the 
test. 
Table 33 
Item 32. He was here.....ten years. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A For       24 40% 
B From     15 25% 
C  By     18 30% 
D In    3 5% 
Total samples 60 100% 
  
41 
 
In question number thirty two, there were 24 (40%) students chose option a. 
For. It is  good answer for the sentence because preposittion for use the quality of 
time, there were 15 (25%) students chose option b. from. It is the incorrect answer for 
the sentences because preposition from use the space, there were 18 (30%) students 
chose option c. by. It is also an incorrect answer for the sentence because preposition 
by use the of place, there were 3 (5%) students chose option d. in it is also  incorrect 
answer for the test. 
Table 34 
Item 33. She is grateful.....her family. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A From       10 16,66% 
B  By 22 36,66% 
C  In     13 21,66% 
D On   15 25% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
There were 10 (16,66%) students chose option a. From. It is also  incorrect 
answer for the sentences because preposition from is not good answer, there were 22 
(36,66%) students chose option b. by. It is the incorrect answer for the test because 
preposition by just use the quality of time, and there were 13 (21,66%) students chose 
option c. in it is also  incorrect answer for the the test  because preposition in use the 
indicate about something, the last there were 15 (25%) students chose option d. on. It 
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is the correct answer for the test because the sentence indicate above indicate about 
surface. 
Table 35 
Item 34. The tourist arrived from London.....Ship. 
 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A At      6 10% 
B  By 35 58,33% 
C  In     11 18,33% 
D On   8 13,33% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
There were 6 (10%) students chose opption a at. it ia the incorrect answer for 
the test because preposition at use the spesifict time, there were 35 (58,33%) students 
chose option b. by. It isthe good answer for the test because preposition by use the 
quality, there were 11 (18,33%) students chose option c. in it is incorrect answer for 
the test because preposition in use the place and time, there were 8 (13,33%) students 
answer for  the last option d. on. It is also  incorrect answer for the test because 
preposition on use the position. 
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Table 36 
Item 35. Ani was born.....July 1st, 1989. 
 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A In      11 18,33% 
B  On  36 60% 
C  By     9 15% 
D At   4 6,66% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
In question number thirty five students, there were 11 (18,33%) students 
chose option a. In it is the correct answer for the test because preposition in use the an 
a year, there were 36 (60%) students chose option b. on. It is the correct answer for 
the test because preposition on used the day of the weeks, there were 9 (15%) stuents 
chose option c. by it is the correct answer for the test because preposition by use the 
surface. And the last option there 4 (6.66%) option d. at it is also  incorrect answer 
because preposition at use  the spesifict time. 
Table 37 
Item 36. There‟s no room.....the bus. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate 
percentage 
A In      19 31,66% 
B  On  28 46,66% 
C  At    11 18,33% 
D For   2 3,33% 
Total samples 60 100% 
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 There were 19 (31,66%) students chose option a. In. it is the incorrect 
answer for the test because preposition in use the surronden by an are, there were 28 
(46,66%) students chose option b. on. It is the correct answer for the test because 
preposition on use the surfaces of something, there were 11 (18,33%) students chose 
option c. It is also an incorrect answer for the test because preposition at use the exact 
time. And there were 2 (3,33%) students chose option d. for it is the incorrect answer 
because preposition for use the duration.  
Table 38 
Item 37. This painting is mostly.....red. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A From      15 25% 
B  In  25 41,66% 
C  For    15 25% 
D At   5 8,33% 
Total samples 60 100% 
 
The question number thirty seven, there were 15 (25%) students chose option 
a. From. It is the correct answer for the test, because preposition from use the space, 
there were 25 (41,66%) students chose option b. in. it is the correct answer for the test 
because preposition in indicate something,  there were 15 (25%) students chose 
option c. for it is the incorrect answer for the test because preposition for indicate the 
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use duration. there were 5 (8,33%) students chose option d. at it is also  incorrect 
answer for the test because preposition at use the part of the day.  
Table 39 
Item 38. The car will stop her.....5:45 pm. 
Number of 
item on test 
Choice of 
answer 
Frequency of 
students 
Rate percentage 
A In        6 10% 
B  On  15 25% 
C At       32 53,33% 
D By   7 11,66% 
Total samples 60 100% 
  
The question number thirty eight, there were 6 (10%) students chose option a. 
In it is the incorrect answer for the test because preposition in indicate the an area 
activity, there were 15 (25%) students chose option b. on. it is an incorrect answer for 
the test because preposition on indicate day of the month. There were 32 (53,33%) 
students chose option c. at. it is the correct answer for the test. And the last option d. 
by. There were 7 (11,66%)  students chose the prepotion by but it is the incorrect 
answer for the test. 
B. DISCUSSION 
  The section presents the discussion of the result of the data analysis. It aim as 
describing the preposition. 
  Preposition is words that show how a noun or pronoun relates to another word 
or group of word in sentence. 
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  Based on the  analysis of data obtain through English preposition, it can be 
said that the students‟ English preposition was categorized as poor, it was proved by  
1 students (1,6%) got good, 2 students (3,3%) got fairly good  9 students‟ or 15% got 
fair  classification with score 56-65 and 26 students or 43,3% who got poor 
classification with the score 36-55 and 22 students‟or 36,6% who got very poor 
classificartion with the score 0-35 the mean score of the students‟ was 48,23 which 
indicated as poor classification. 
  This part presents the interpretation of each finding in order to explain it in 
details. It cover six major problems, namely the ability students‟ use English 
preposition in,on,at, by,for,from. 
1. In 
Based  on the preposition in there are 9 items, that the researcher finds 
were item 1, 7, 11, 27, 29, 31, 35, 36, 37, 48 which item 1 there are 81,6% the 
students‟ answer correctly it means the student‟s can distinguish the righ 
using preposition in a sentence percentage of students, because preposition in 
indicate something encosed, room. In item 7, there are 76,6% show that from 
60 students chose  answer correctly it means the students are able to use good 
preposition in sentence, because the sentence indicate to show contained by 
something. Item 11, there were 43,33% the student‟s the righ answer it means 
there are many students who still lack an understanding of their of a 
preposition because noticed that the right preposition placement and 
preposition in indicate the name of countries. For the item 27, the rate 
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percentege 36,66%  it is the wrong prcentage because still many student‟s 
chose the wrong answer in preposition placemant in the results indicated that 
as the percentage, because the test indicate at some time during at time. From 
result of the Item 29 the percentage  38,33%, because preposition in use the 
indicate the something, item 31 the  percentage 41,66%, because preposition 
in use the contained by something, item 35 the percentage  60%, because 
preposition in use the an a year, item 36 the percentage 46,66%, because 
preposition in use the surrounden by an area, item 37 percentage  42,6%, 
because preposition in indicate something. It means most of the students it 
can‟t be use preposition in sentence because as the result of their  percentage 
is  still low the value of that standard. 
2. On 
Based on the preposition on there are 3 items, that the researcher find 
were item 3, 6,  22, which  in the item 3 there are 75%,  because preposition 
on  indicates the surfaces of touch something, item  6 percentage 78,3%, 
because the test told about touch something, item 22 percentage  68,33%, 
because indicate a position supported by a surface. Based on the percentage 
above there are some students  who are able  put the  approprate preposition in 
the sentence which is evidenced the percentage of students above 50 persent. 
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3. At 
Based on preposition at there were 7 items, that the researcher find 
were item 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 23, 38. In the item 13 the percentage 53,33%, 
because preposition at indicate specific of time, the item 14 percentage 
43,33% it means there were  students the percentage is low that where the 
average value for the use of the preposition at, because indicate the continued 
activity. For the item  16 percentage 56,66%, because preposition at indicate a 
specific of time and item 17 percentage 38,33%, because indicate the a part of 
the day considered as appoint and item 18 percentage 40%, because indicate a 
specific time, item 23 percentage 51,66%, because use the places addresses 
with number, item 38 the percentage 53,33% shows the percentage  enough 
where for those students can appropriate preposition at a sentence, because 
use of time. 
4. By 
Based on the preposition by there were 7 items, were items 2, 5, 21, 8, 
15 28, 34. Where  items 2 the percentage 35%, because preposition by used 
quality, item 5 percentage 78,3%, because preposition by explain about agent,  
item 21 percentage 40%, because preposition by as typical nouns after by, item 
8 percentage 46,6%, because preposition by can use identification, quality, 
and agent, item 15 percentage 51,66%. in this percentage show that the 
students can use preposition  in a sentence, because preposition by indicate the 
subject,  and  items 28 percentage 35%, because preposition by indicate the 
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expression, item 34 percentage 58,33%, because preposition by indicate the 
noun.  It means that students is not good answer an in the use of prepositions 
because of errors in the placement for the sentence.  
5. For 
Based on the use preposition for there were some items, were items 4, 
24, 25, 26, 30, 32, 33. From the result items 4 percentage  86,6%, because it 
used to explain the reason, item 24  percentage 30%, because can indicate the 
favor or support, items 25 percentage 30% in this item is very low percentage, 
because the students is wrong to put using preposition, because can indicate a 
special purpose and in the items 26 percentage 35%,  because can describe a 
sense or talent,  item 30 percentage 50%, because this preposition for can 
indicate length of time it means were just  only a few students who knew 
about the use of preposition where we can see in the  low percentage. For the  
items 32 percentage 40%, because this preposition for can indicate length of 
time, items 33 percentage 36,66% in this item above most of the students the 
wrong answer the test because they are confused  with using preposition, 
because this preposition for can indicate length of time. 
6. From 
Based on the use from there were 5  item wehere items 9, 10, 12, 19, 
20. In items 9 percentage 48,33%, because the preposition from it is 
identification about substance, items 10 percentage 41,66%, because the 
preposition from can indicate avoidance, item 12 percentage 65% item. 
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Indicates that the percentage of students is very low and there are many 
mistakes in the use of prepositions, because the preposition from indicate the 
source. For the items 19 percentage 35%, because the preposition from can 
indicate difference, item 20 percentage 45% shows that the students‟ didn‟t 
understand use of  preposition in sentence, because the preposition from can 
indicate expression of difference  
Therefore, the mean score of the students by using the formula: total 
score divided total number of students. And total score of students was 48,23 
and this belongs to poor category. 
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CHAPTER V  
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
This chapter presents conclusion and suggestion based on the analysis and 
finding presented in the previous chapter. 
A.  Conclusion 
Referring to data analysis and interpretation of the result shows the mean 
score of the fourth semester in English and Literature Departement in learning 
preposition; in, on, at, by, for, from. The facts lead the writer concluded that students‟ 
capability belong to poor level of abilty and the score was 48,23. 
B. Suggestion  
1. To incrase the students‟s abilty to learn preposition  the students are expected to 
intensify their motivation to study about English subject especially about 
preposition. 
2. The students should not only read text book in supporting their English subject, 
but they have to read also any kind of books and always make more practice  to 
know much more about English  preposition. 
3. The lecturer should pay attention  on the  students‟ understanding toward the 
word formation with preposition, in which the students can improve more their 
preposition knowledge. 
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Appendix 2 
 
Result of the preposition test 
 
No. Number of 
Items 
Score of each 
items 
Number of Correct 
Answer 
Score 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
UCR 
RNI 
RAA 
NBM 
MSF 
JAT 
HSR 
RZY 
SIY 
NKH 
IRS 
MPH 
NIL 
RAH 
ERR 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
20 
23 
27 
30 
26 
26 
28 
28 
27 
25 
25 
21 
23 
20 
29 
40 
46 
54 
60 
52 
52 
56 
56 
54 
50 
50 
42 
46 
40 
58 
 
 
 
 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
RER 
RBI 
POA 
MRI 
ULH 
BSTY 
RHT 
FHI 
MFT 
HMN 
AHD 
MUNA 
NAFG 
MES 
MMH 
DNI 
ISN 
AKW 
ANT 
ASRY 
AKBR 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
9 
30 
20 
25 
26 
24 
23 
18 
29 
22 
20 
16 
22 
28 
29 
14 
10 
27 
24 
21 
28 
18 
60 
40 
50 
52 
48 
46 
36 
58 
44 
40 
32 
44 
      56 
58 
28 
20 
54 
48 
42 
56 
 
 
 
 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
RSA 
FIS 
RHY 
SMUD 
WDY 
SRS 
SYF 
PMI 
NML 
KRSH 
SRN 
DRS 
KRP 
BTR 
HMD 
SHRT 
RHAZ 
NIH 
ANI 
INDR 
RS 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
25 
19 
22 
19 
13 
24 
25 
21 
18 
17 
26 
13 
10 
25 
23 
21 
18 
23 
9 
14 
10 
50 
38 
44 
38 
26 
48 
50 
42 
36 
34 
52 
26 
20 
50 
46 
42 
36 
46 
18 
28 
20 
 
 
 
 
58. 
59. 
60. 
 
ULM 
ID 
IMRT 
2 
2 
2 
 
22 
18 
28 
 
 
44 
36 
56 
Total Score 2612 
Mean Score 43,53 
 
 The table shows that students’ correct answer divided the total number of items on test. 
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Appendix 2 
 
Result of the preposition test 
 
No. Number of 
Items 
Number of Correct 
Answer 
Score 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
UCR 
RNI 
RAA 
NBM 
MSF 
JAT 
HSR 
RZY 
SIY 
NKH 
IRS 
26 
22 
22 
22 
22 
21 
23 
25 
24 
18 
23 
68,42 
57,89 
57,89 
57,89 
57,89 
55,26 
60,52 
65,78 
63,15 
47,36 
60,52 
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12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
MPH 
NIL 
RAH 
ERR 
RER 
RBI 
POA 
MRI 
ULH 
BSTY 
RHT 
FHI 
MFT 
HMN 
AHD 
14 
18 
18 
22 
7 
22 
16 
19 
18 
20 
19 
13 
22 
16 
17 
36,84 
47,36 
47,36 
57,89 
18,42 
57,89 
42,10 
50 
47.36 
52,63 
50 
34,21 
57,89 
42,10 
44,73 
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27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
MUNA 
NAFG 
MES 
MMH 
DNI 
ISN 
AKW 
ANT 
ASRY 
AKBR 
RSA 
FIS 
RHY 
SMUD 
WDY 
15 
27 
25 
18 
25 
17 
20 
22 
30 
25 
21 
12 
20 
18 
10 
39,47 
71,05 
               65,78 
47,36 
65,78 
44,73 
52,63 
57,89 
78,94 
65,78 
55,26 
31,57 
52,63 
47,36 
26,31 
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42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
56. 
SRS 
SYF 
PMI 
NML 
KRSH 
SRN 
DRS 
KRP 
BTR 
HMD 
SHRT 
RHAZ 
NIH 
ANI 
INDR 
20 
17 
12 
18 
23 
22 
18 
8 
11 
22 
25 
15 
20 
10 
12 
52,63 
44,73 
31,57 
47,36 
60,52 
57,89 
47,36 
21,05 
28,94 
57,89 
65,78 
39,47 
52,63 
26,31 
31,57 
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57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
 
RS 
ULM 
ID 
IMRT 
7 
18 
23 
20 
 
 
18,42 
47,36 
60,52 
52,63 
                   Total Score                            2894,1 
                  Mean Score         48,23 
 
 The table shows that students’ correct answer divided the total number of items on test. 
  
 
APPENDIX 1 
 
TEST 
 
 
PETUNJUK 
1. Tulis  nama dan kelompok Anda pada lembar jawaban yang disediakan.  
2.  Bacalah soal dengan teliti sebelum Anda bekerja. 
3. Jawablah pertanyaan di bawah ini dengan memberikan tanda silang (x) 
pada pilihan ganda. 
Nama: 
Kelompok:  
1. There is a bed.....my room. (English Exercise: 1-2) 
a. For 
b. In 
c. On 
d. At 
2. You must be back......five oclock.(Rubianto,2005:12).  
a. By 
b. For 
c. In 
d. On 
3. They stand......the floor. (Rahma, 2012:15). 
a. By 
b. For 
c. In 
d. On 
4. She gave me two dollars......buying the book. (Rubianto, 2005:12). 
a. From 
b. By 
c. For 
d. On 
a. From 
5. They left England......plane. (Rubianto, 2005:12). 
a. By 
b. In 
c. On 
d. At 
6. The picture is......the wall. (English Exercise:1-2). 
a. On 
b. In 
c. At 
d. By 
7. There is a Museum......the school. (English Exercise 1:2). 
a. On 
b. For 
c. In 
d. By 
8. She went to Jakarta......bus.(Rahma, 15:2012). 
a. In 
b. On 
c. At 
d. By 
9. I get honey......bees. (Mus, 2012:18). 
a. For 
b. By 
c. On 
d. From 
10. Try to keep him......shaking. (Yates,1999:55). 
a. On 
b. In 
c. From 
d. By 
11. He lives.....Washington. (Yates,1999:5 ). 
a. In 
b. On 
c. At 
d. From 
12. He lives five miles.....here.(Mus, 2012:18). 
a. In 
b. On 
c. From 
d. At 
13. There is a party......his house.(Exercise Use Preposition:5). 
a. On 
b. For 
c. from 
d. At 
14. He is......the airport. (Yates, 1999:5 ) 
a. for 
b. On 
c. At 
d. By 
15. He was standing.....me. Exercise use Preposition:5 ). 
a. In 
b. By 
c. At 
d. On 
16. I am very busy......the moment. (Mus, 2012:18). 
a. In 
b. On 
c. By 
d. At 
17. I have been.....the computer all day. (Yates, 1999:21). 
a. From 
b. For 
c. At 
d. In 
18. We always eat lunch.....noon. (Yates, 1999:21). 
a. From 
b. By 
c. In 
d. At 
19. I will see you two weeks......today. (Yates, 1999:53). 
a. For 
b. By 
c. In 
d. From 
20. My sweeater is different.....yours.(Yates, 1999:53). 
a. From 
b. In 
c. By 
d. At 
21. He is bored.....his new job. (Yates, 1999:vi) 
a. In 
b. On 
c. By 
d. At 
22. Put the dishes.....the table. (Mus, 2012:18). 
a. On 
b. In 
c. From 
d. By 
23. He lives.....200 park Avenue.(Swan,1984:65). 
a. At 
b. By 
c. In 
d. On 
24. You have to stand up.....your rights. (Yates, 1999:51). 
a. By 
b. From 
c. At 
d. For 
25. She has a touch.....the piano (Yates,1999:50) 
a. In 
b. By 
c. At 
d. For 
26. He has an ear.....music.(Yaes, 1999:50). 
a. In 
b. On 
c. At 
d. For 
27. We relax.....the evening. (Yates,1999:57). 
a. On 
b. For 
c. By 
d. In 
28. She is generous.....nature.(Yates, 1999:37). 
a. In 
b. For 
c. From 
d. By 
29. She is always..... our thought.(Yates, 1999:57). 
a. In 
b. On 
c. From 
d. For 
30. They sent him to prison.....life. (Yates, 1999:50). 
a. From 
b. For 
c. By 
d. At 
31. This clothes comes..... four different size.(Exercise Use Preposition:8). 
a. By 
b. In 
c. At 
d. On 
32. He was here.....ten years. (Yates, 1999:50). 
a. For 
b. From 
c. By 
d. In 
33. She is grateful.....her family. Yates,1999:51). 
a. From 
b. By 
c. for 
d. On 
34. The tourist arrived from London.....Ship. (Rahma, 2012: 16). 
a. At  
b. By 
c. In 
d. On 
35. Ani was born.....July 1st, 1989. (Rahma, 2012:15). 
a. In 
b. On 
c. By 
d. At 
36. There’s no room.....the bus.(Rahma, 2012:15). 
a. In 
b. On 
c. At 
d. For 
37. This painting is mostly.....red.(Exercise Use preposition: 8). 
a. From 
b. In 
c. For 
d. At 
38. The car will stop her.....5:45 pm. (Exercise Use Preposition:8). 
a. In  
b. On 
c. At 
d. by  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Answer 
1. b. In 
2. a. by 
3. d. on 
4. c. for 
5. a. by 
6. a. on 
7. c. in 
8. d. by 
9. d. from 
10. c. from 
11. a. in 
12. c. from 
13. d. at 
14. c. at 
15. b. by 
16. d. at 
17. c. at 
18. d. at 
19. d.from 
20. a. from 
21. c. by 
22. a. on 
23. a. at 
24. d. for 
25. d. for 
26. d. for 
27. d. in 
28. d. by 
29. a. in 
30. b. for 
31. b. in 
32. a. for 
33. c.for 
34. b. by 
35. a. in 
36. a. in 
37. b.in 
38. c.at 
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